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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rf timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) 53 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Nov 6, 2000 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) 53 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) 53 Claim(s) 1-18 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration, 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)1x1 The drawing(s) filed on Nov 6, 2000 is/are a) 53 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner, 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D Ail b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) 5(] Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PT0-413) Paper Note). 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PT 0-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0-1 52) 

3) 53 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 2 g) Q Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC 6 101 



35 U.S.C. 101 realsWollows- W/^/.r: 



..... \\ V 



Whoever invents or discovers ^any^new and useful process, machine -manufacture, or 
composrti^h$6f matter, or any rip^^ thereoi^m^pbtain a patent 

therefor? Subject to the conditiofa^f^^m^ats of this title. 

Claims^, 3, 5, 9, 12 and 14 are re^t^^der^S U.S.C. 101 because ofthlphrase 



software moldlessly is inoperatiye and lacklof pa^ntable utility: 



S. ...... 



3. The^lfcwing is a quotation~o£tl|^ of 35 U.S.C. Ib2?that form the 

1 <^ IfH I 



basis for the rejections under this section made (in this Office, action: 



1 / \ 

J! ) 



- <0f 

(b) the invention was patented or described in Sprinted publication in tn^|or¥foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date%f application for patent in the United 
States. // M. ^ r—r ^ {f%Jxf 



A person shallbe entitled to a patent unless - "T'XX^'^ 



4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by IBM Technical 
Disclosure Bulletin August 1 993 . 

Regarding claim 1, IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin discloses software from 
computer-readable medium(s) modelessly rearranging at least one tool on a toolbar exclusive of 



\ 

I 
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tool addition or removal (to add or remove functions ot from the tool bar., see page 1, paragraph 
!)• 

Regarding claim 2, BMjTechni^ software from 



computer-readable medium(s);directly rearranging at least one v ihtegrartool group of a toolbar 

«^ A <//l4J 

(.. User can change.thetorder in whiclifunctions appear-on the tool bar .:. see page 1, paragraph 



2) 



Regarding claims 3-9, IBM Technicaltoisclosure Bulletin discloses Software from 
computer-readable medium(s) wrapping aToolbarj and'directly altering the length of a tool group 



in a toolbar-exclusive of tool addition oi^rdrt|ovak(drag and drop every other occurrence of the 



function menu bar, pop-up., see 



0* 



Regarding claims 10-14 



v5v \, 



pagel,p&%rapK^aM^ 

1 -^^^^&«c>S><^ 



lBM;TechnicarDisclosure"Bu 



expanding theperigth of a tool ^oup to reveal kt leasRme previously hidden t(^l without a 



'9% 



II x 
)uh 



letin discloses Software 



change in toolbar Je^gth; and by directly manipulating a tooLgroup divider|users can add 



functions to the tool bar by selecting and dra^ing ihe icon see pag^l^last paragraph ). 



As claims 15-18 are ffialyzedms preyiously discusse^ith respected to claims 1-14 



above. 



4 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. (See PTO-892) 



6. 



o 



Responses to this action should be mailed t^i Commissioner of Patents and€rademarks, 



Washington, D.C. 20231. Ifiapplieant desir^ 1^te:aiesponse r p03) 308-9051 maybe used for 

\ d2 k5 



formal communications or (7031) 305-!^72t€oMinf6rmai| draft communications. 

Please label PROPOSED" OT^i^^E^i^nnal facsimile communications. For 



document. 



after final responses, please labiP^^KlMir^S^^DITED PROCEDURE" on the 



\ 



i 



IF 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park IT, 2 12T Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA. Sixth^Eloor (Receptionist)?" ^ . %^ 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-3972. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 6:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, John W. Cabeca, can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The fax number for this group 




